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DEBRE MARKOS UNIVERSITY
College of Agriculture and Natural Resources, Department of Horticulture
Course Title: Urban and Peri-urban Agriculture (HORT514)
Instructor: Yalemtesfa Firew (Assistant professor in Plant Breeding and Genetics) 
Course content
	Week 
	Contents in the chapters

	1-2 
	1. Introduction
1.1 Definition of urban and peri-urban agriculture
1.2 Importance of urban and periurban agriculture
1.3 Benefits of urban and peri-urban  agriculture.
1.4 Roles of  urban and peri-urban  agriculture
1.5 Prospects and challenges to urban and peri urban agriculture in Ethiopia
1.6. Determinants of urban and peri-urban agriculture
1.7. Present status of peri-urban horticulture in Ethiopia 

	3-6
	2. Multifunctional farming activities of urban and peri-urban agriculture
 2.1. Tools and equipment on urban farms 
2.2. Classification of urban farming systems
 2.3. Landscape management and agri-environmental production.
 2 .4. Lifestyle farming
 2.5. Recreation-oriented diversification
 2.6 Social farming 

	
7-10
	3. Urban Horticulture
3.1 Innovations in urban and Peri Urban Horticultural crops production 
3.2 Types of vegetable crops production systems in urban and peri urban areas
3.2.1. Vertical garden 
3.2.2. Home Gardening
3.2.3. Market Gardening
3.2.4. Truck Gardening
3.2.5. Processing Gardening 
3.2.6. Forcing Gardening (Vegetable forcing)
3.2.7. School Gardening
3.3. Medicinal and Aromatic plants as key components in Urban Periurban

	11-14
	4. Horticultural crop production (vegetables, flowers, fruits) on urban and peri urban areas
4.1. Basic horticultural principles;
4.1.1. Site selection
4.1.2. Quality of growing medium;
 4.1.3. Nutrient inputs 
4.1.4 Crop planning; 
4.1.5 Seed sources 
4.1.6  Principles of garden layout and crop allocation,
 4.1.7 Irrigation and water supply
4.1.8 Composting
4.1.9. Harvesting & marketing
4.2. Soil and water management
4.3. Organic farming
4.4. Health and food safety
4.5. Marketing strategies for urban and peri-urban horticulture.

	15
	5. Urban and Peri Urban Agriculture for Greening the cities utilizing waste
5.1. Meeting the needs and servicing the environment
5.2. Water recycling and management in Urban Area


Assessment (Mid 50% and final exam 50%)
Grading: As per the university’s regulation
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